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DORIS PILKINGTON-GARIMARA — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Member for Victoria Park 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [12.56 pm]: I rise to celebrate the life of Doris Pilkington-Garimara, AM, 
who passed away on 10 April 2014. Doris is the author of Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence. Doris was born to 
Molly Craig and Toby Parker in mid-December 1937—although she was later given a government-issued birth 
date of 1 July 1937—under a wintamarra or mulga tree on Balfour Downs station. Her mother named her Nugi, 
but the station owner’s wife told her that was a stupid name and named her Doris. Unfortunately, her tranquil life 
on the station was shattered when, aged three, Doris was removed from her parents, along with her baby sister, 
Annabelle, and taken first to Moore River native settlement and then to Roelands Mission near Collie. 

Later in life Doris married Gerard Pilkington and had six children. While living in Geraldton, she was 
encouraged by her mother-in-law to track down her parents. In 1962, aged 25, Doris finally got to see her mother 
and father for the first time since she was removed at the age of three. In her own words, Doris said, “I took that 
journey back to my homeland, and I took my children with me to walk on that hot, dusty land. It was then that I 
was reunited with my mother and father.” In 1986, while visiting Jigalong, Doris sat around the campfire with 
family yarning and listening to stories and she heard the incredible story of her mother, Molly, and her aunties 
escaping from the Moore River native settlement and walking 1 600 miles back to their home at Jigalong—a 
journey that took them nine weeks. This resulted in Doris writing Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence, which was 
published in 1996 and translated into 11 languages. 

I acknowledge Doris’ family; she had 31 grandchildren and 80 great-grandchildren. 
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